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SUBJECT: ECE COMMITTEE ON GAS, TWENTY-SECOND SESSION. 
GENEVA, JANUARY 26-30, 1976 

THE FOLLOWING ARE INSTRUCTIONS TO THE U.S. DELEGATE ON 
THE SUBJECT MEETING: 

ITEM 1 - ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

THE U.S. DELEGATION MAY SUPPORT ADOPTION OF THE PROVI- 
SIONAL AGENDA. 

ITEM 2 - ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

THE CURRENT VICE-CHAIRMAN, MR. G. ROBERT (FRANCE) IS 
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EXPECTED TO BE NAMED CHAIRMAN. FOLLOWING PAST PRACTICES 
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OF THE ECE, THE VICE-CHAIRMAN WILL BE SELECTED FROM 
AMONG EASTERN DELEGATES. THE U.S. MAY SUPPORT ANY SLATE 
OF OFFICERS AGREED TO BY THE WESTERN CAUCUS. 

ITEM 3 - MATTERS ARISING FROM THE THIRTIETH SESSION OF THE 
ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE (GAS/R. 23) 

HE COMMITTEE WILL REVIEW MATTERS ARISING FROM THE 
THIRTIETH SESSION OF THE COMMISSION RELEVANT TO THE 

COMMITTEE'S WORK. A SUMMARY OF THESE DEVELOPMENTS IS 
CONTAINED IN GAS/R. 23. 

IN REGARD TO THE COMMISSION'S RESOLUTIONS AND DECISIONS 
ON THE WORK OF THE GAS COMMITTEE, THERE APPEAR TO BE NO 
SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS OR AREAS OF CONTROVERSY. THE 
PROCESS OF CONTINUED COOPERATION AND CONCENTRATION OF 
ACTIVITIES AMONG THE COMMITTEE'S SUBSIDIARY BODIES 
SHOULD BE ENDORSED AND ENCOURAGED. PROLIFERATION OF 
SUBSIDIARY GROUPS OR AD HOC GROUPS SHOULD BE DISCOURAGED. 
THE CURRENT STRUCTURE OF THE GAS COMMITTEE, COUPLED 
WITH SEMINARS OR SYMPOSIA, APPEARS BROAD ENOUGHTO DEAL 
WITH A VARIETY OF ACTIVITIES OF THE GAS INDUSTRY. 

ACTIVITIES WHICH EMPHASIZE THE NEED FOR INTENSIFYING 
THE SEARCH FOR AND DEVELOPMENT OF NEW SOURCES OF 
NATURAL GAS AS WELL AS MAKING THE MOST RATIONAL USE OF 
THE AVAILABLE GAS SUPPLY SHOULD BE GIVEN A HIGH 
PRIORITY. 

ITEM 4 - EXAMINATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY'S STUDY 
ON MEASURES FOR INCREASED ENERGY ECONOMY AND EFFICIENCY 
(E/ECE/883 AND ADD. 1) 

(DOCUMENT NOT AVAILABLE) 

ITEM 5 - THE GAS SITUATION IN EUROPE AND NATURAL GAS 
MARKETS 

US STATEMENT POUCHED. OTHER COMMENTS, IF APPROPRIATE, 

WILL BE MADE DURING THE COURSE OF THE MEETING. 
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ITEM 6 - SEMINAR ON PROBLEMS RELATING TO SEA PIPELINES 
FOR THE TRANSPORT OF GAS (GAS/SEM 2/AC 1/2, GAS/R.20) 

THE SEMINAR ON SEA TRANSPORT OF GAS IS ONE WHICH THE U.S. 
HAS ENDORSED AND SUPPORTED. THE U.S. DELEGATION HAS 
PROVIDED THE SECRETARIAT INFORMATION RELATIVE TO U.S. 
EXPERIENCE IN BUILDING AND OPERATING OFFSHORE GAS 
PIPELINES. THE SEMINAR SHOULD PROVE TO BE VERY INFORMA- 
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TIVE AND USEFUL AS EXPLORATION FOR AND DEVELOPMENT 
OF GAS RESOURCES REACHES FURTHER INTO THE OUTER 
CONTINENTAL SHELF. 

ITEM 7 - SYMPOSIUM ON THEGAS INDUSTRY AND ENVIRONMENT 
(GAS/SEM ,3/AC 1/2, GAS/R. 21) 

(DOCUMENT NOT AVAILABLE.) NO INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO 
PROVIDE ANY COMMENTS. 

ITEM 8 - WORK OF THE COMMITTEE'S SUBSIDIARY BODIES 

(A) GROUP OF EXPERTS ON THE TRANSPORT AND STORAGE OF 
GAS (GAS/GE 3/6) 

THERE APPEAR TO BE NO ISSUES DISCUSSED BY THE GROUP OF 
EXPERTS ON THE TRANSPORT AND STORAGE OF GAS IN ITS 
SIXTH SESSION THAT ARE CONTROVERSIAL IN NATURE OR 
REQUIRE SPECIFIC COMMENTS. THE WORK PROGRAM APPEARS TO 
MEET THE GUIDELINES ESTABLISHED BY THE COMMISSION, BOTH 
FOR THE SHORT AND LONG TERM. INSOFAR AS THE U.S. 

ARRANGING A STUDY TOUR OF LNG STORAGE FACILITIES FOR 
PEAK SHAVING PURPOSES, THE REQUEST IS UNDER CONSIDERATION. 
THE U.S. DELEGATION ATTENDING THE JANUARY 26 PLENARY 
SESSION MAY BE IN THE POSITION OF PROVIDING MORE 
INFORMATION ON THE POSSIBILITIES OF THE U.S. HOSTING A 
STUDY TOUR. 

(B) GROUP OF EXPERTS ON THE USE AND DISTRIBUTION OF GAS 
(GAS/GE 2/6) 

THE U.S. DELEGATION SHOULD ENDORSE THE WORK ACTIVITIES 
OF THIS GROUP WHICH WILL EXAMINE THE IMPORTANCE OF THE 
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RATIONAL USE OF GAS AND RELEVANT CONSERVATION MEASURES. 
THE NATURAL GAS SHORTAGE PREVAILING IN THE U.S. HAS 
GIVEN GREATER IMPETUS TO THE NEED FOR ESTABLISHING 
VARIOUS MEASURES THAT WILL ACHIEVE THE MOST EFFICIENT 
USE OF AVAILABLE GAS SUPPLIES. NATURAL GAS HAS COME 
TO BE RECOGNIZED AS A CLEAN BURNING EFFICIENT FUEL AND 
ITS EFFICIENT USEMUST BE ENHANCED. WITH RESPECT 
TO THE POSSIBILITYOF ESTABLISHING AN AD HOC MEETING 
ON THE RATIONAL USE OF GAS AND RELEVANT CONSERVATION 
PROBLEMS, IT MAY BE QUITE APPROPRIATE THAT SUCH AN 
INVESTIGATION BE CARRIED OUT BY THIS GROUP OF EXPERTS. 

(C) GROUP OF EXPERTS ON STATISTICS (GAS/GE 1/6) 

(DOCUMENT NOT AVAILABLE) 
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(D) GROUP OF EXPERTS ON NATURAL GAS RESOURCES 
(GAS/AC 2/6) 

DISCUSSION MAY ARISE ON THE PROGRAM OF WORK OF THE GROUP, 
WHICH WILL RECOGNIZE THE IMPORTANCE FOR IMPLEMENTING 
THE ECE'S CONCERN FOR THE INITIATION OF STUDIES WHICH 
WILL "ACHIEVE INCREASED ECONOMY AND EFFICIENCY IN THE 
EXTRACTION, CONVERSION, TRANSPORT AND USE OF ENERGY 
IN THE ECE REGION." IN REGARD TO THE EXTRACTION OF 

NATURAL GAS. THE UNITED STATES HAS LONG RECOGNIZED 
THE IMPORTANCE OF RECOVERING SUBSTANTIAL QUANTITIES 
OF GAS KNOWN TO EXIST IN SO CALLED 'TIGHT" SANDS. ONE 
OF THE TECHNIQUES FIRST EMPLOYED FOR THIS PURPOSE WAS 
NUCLEAR STIMULATION. BECAUSE OF ENVIRONMENTAL AND 
TECHNICAL PROBLEMS, THIS APPROACH HAS BEEN TESTED 
AND FOUND UNACCEPTABLE AT THIS TIME. ANOTHER TECHNIQUE 
PURSUED AT THIS TIME IS MASSIVE HYDRAULIC FRACTURING, 
WHEREBY FLUIDS ARE INJECTED INTO GAS RESERVOIRS, UNDER 
TREMENDOUS PRESSURE. FOR THE PURPOSE OF INCREASING 
THE PERMEABILITY OF GAS RESERVOIRS, AND THUS HELP TO 
ACHIEVE INCREASED GAS PRODUCTION. 

ACTIVITIES BY THE GROUP WHICH TEND TO ENHANCE THE RE- 
COVERY OF NATURAL GAS SHOULD BE ENCOURAGED, AND RECEIVE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 05 STATE 015557 

WHOLEHEARTED SUPPORT BY THE U.S. DELEGATION. 

ITEM 9 - EXCHANGE OF SCIENTIFIC, TECHNICAL, ECONOMIC 
AND OTHER INFORMATION 

THE U.S. DELEGATION PLANS TO SHOW A FILM TO THE COMMITTEE 
ON A TIMELY AND INTERESTING TOPIC. FURTHERMORE, AS 
PREVIOUSLY NOTED, THE U.S. DELEGATION MAY INFORM THE 
COMMITTEE THAT THE U.S. IS CONSIDERING ARRANGING A 
STUDY TOUR OF LNG STORAGE FACILITIES FOR PEAK SHAVING 
PURPOSES, AS DISCUSSED IN THE REPORT OF THE GROUP 
OF EXPERTS ON THE TRANSPORT AND STORAGE OF GAS. 

ITEM 10 - ACTIVITIES OF THE OTHER ECE PRINCIPAL 
SUBSIDIARY BODIES DEALING WITH PROBLEMS OF CONCERN TO 
THE COMMITTEE ON GAS (GAS/R. 26) 

A REVIEW OF THE DOCUMENT DISCLOSES NO SIGNIFICANT 
ITEM OF IMPORTANCE THAT HAS A BEARING ON THE GAS 
COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES. THE SYNOPTIC PRESENTATION OF 
PROJECTS RELATING TO GAS HAVE RECEIVED GENERAL ENDORSE- 
MENT BY THE U.S. DELEGATION IN THE PAST OR ARE OF SUCH 
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NATURE THAT ARE RATHER UNIQUE IN NATURE AND ARE MORE 
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE GAS INDUSTRY OPERATING IN EUROPE 
RATHER THAN THE U.S. APPROPRIATE COMMENTS WILL BE MADE, 
IF NECESSARY, DURING THE COURSE OF DISCUSSION OF THIS 
AGENDA ITEM. 

ITEM 1 1 - PROGRAM OF WORK AND PRIORITIES (GAS/R. 27) 

A REVIEW OF THE DOCUMENT DISCLOSES THAT THERE ARE NO 
SHORT-TERM OR LONG-TERM PROGRAMS OVER WHICH THE U.S. 
DELEGATION MAY TAKE EXCEPTION. 

ITEM 12 - OTHER BUSINESS 

NO COMMENTS AT THIS TIME. SISCO 
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